
  

BACK IN TIMEñ3 

The Palace of Dashed Dreams 

Family feud derailed Montgomery Twp. mansion 

By DICK SHEARER    

 

   �'�R�Q�¶�W���P�H�V�V���Z�L�W�K���'�D�G�G�\�� 

   Had A.H. Moore taken that advice, 

the North Penn area would have its own 

Biltmore Estate today. 

   The little cottage seen in the archi-

�W�H�F�W�¶�V���G�U�D�Z�L�Q�J�����D�E�R�Y�H�����Z�D�V���V�X�S�S�R�V�H�G���W�R��
be the dream home of Moore, son of a 

wealthy Philadelphia liquor baron. 

�:�H�O�O�����K�H�U�H�¶�V���W�K�H���Z�D�\���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�\���J�R�H�V�� 

   Back in 1893, the younger Moore 

hired Lansdale architect Milton B. Bean 

to design his dream mansion on a tract 

of land he bought along Bethlehem Pike 

at what is now Richardson Road across 

from Montgomery Baptist Church in 

Montgomery Township. 

   Money was not a problem, or at least 

�W�K�D�W�¶�V���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H���V�R�Q���W�K�R�X�J�K�W�����'�H�W�D�L�O�V���R�I��
this epic legend were described in an 

April 1963 chapter of �7�K�H���5�H�S�R�U�W�H�U�¶�V 

Memory Lane column. 

   Moore had a flair for the good life. He 

and his equally rich friends fancied the 

chance to get out of the city and enjoy the 

fruits of the rural countryside. But they 

needed a destination and he wanted to im-

press them with his little farmhouse. 
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