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No community show in January

Because of a number of complications, our 2016
Community Program schedule has been changed beginning with
this month’s planned show.
There will be NO January program. The North Penn Trivia
show, scheduled for the 12th has been pushed back to Tuesday,
May 10 at the Lansdale Parks and Recreation Building.
In addition, the subject and site of our Tuesday, Feb. 9
program has been changed. We will now be holding a public
open house at the Lansdale Borough Complex for our new
museum annex. Details on that event can be found below.

Our annual Rewind! program, hosted by Linda Evans
will be held as planned on Tuesday March 8 at the Parks
and Recreation Building beginning at 7:30 p.m., and our
annual banquet is set for William Penn Inn on Tuesday,
April 12.

TO REPEAT: January – No program; February 9 Museum open house; March 8 - Rewind! Show; April
12 – annual banquet; May 10 – North Penn Trivia.

Jenkins family honored
for donation of clock

TACY JENKINS, second from left) and family join Dick Shearer
during the annual holiday open house.

The sounds of a chiming Colonial era clock and seasonal music played on a Victorian era pump organ welcomed visitors to the Jenkins Homestead for our annual
holiday open house on December 5.
The chimes came from the 1797 tall case clock donated
to the society last summer by Tacy Jenkins and members
of her family, direct descendants of Charles Jenkins, first
clerk of the Lansdale National Bank in the 1860s.
Charles and his son, Charles Jr., had the clock in their
homes before it was moved to New York State many
years ago.
The younger Charles Jenkins was a nationally-known
breeder of Shetland ponies who maintained a farm in
Towamencin Township.
(Continued on page 2)

Museum annex open house February 9
. A special open house and meet-andgreet for the public and our members
will be held Tuesday, Feb 9, at our new
museum annex at Lansdale Borough
Hall.
The event will be held from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m. on the ground floor of the new
borough complex adjacent to borough
council chambers. The society will hold

a brief business meeting at 7:30 p.m. to
elect officers and board members for
2016 (see related story inside).
The meet-and-greet will be an opportunity for all to discuss the society’s activities with in-coming President Clarence
Kinsey and the rest of the board. During
the course of the evening we will also
present a new history-related video for

the audience.
The new museum is comprised of four
large display cases and additional exhibit
space where local residents can get a
sampling of the North Penn area’s rich
history. At least one display case will be
changed each month. The annex will
also include space for informational lit(Continued on page 3)
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Presidential change on March 1
. Clarence Kinsey, first
vice-president of the
society, will assume the
dual roles of president
and administrator effective March 1.
Kinsey will replace
Dick Shearer, who is
stepping down after 14
years to concentrate on
writing, research projects and hopefully
some traveling.
Clarence, who has
been a member for 10
years, is credited with
digitizing and organizing our photo collec-

THE JENKINS HOMESTEAD

Jenkins Homestead
and Historical
Research Center
137 Jenkins Ave.,
Lansdale, PA 19446

Hours:
Wednesdays and Thursdays:
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturdays:
9 a.m. to noon.
Telephone:
(215) 855-1872
Email:
info@lansdalehistory.org
Website:
www.lansdalehistory.org
Like Us on Facebook
Please send mail correspondence
to 137 Jenkins Ave.,
Lansdale, PA 19446.
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Kinsey to lead society in 2016

In March, Growing Up in Lansdale

Our March program, presented by Linda Evans, is entitled Rewind: If You Grew Up in Lansdale - a look at the not-so-distant past.
You don’t have to be a Golden-Ager to enjoy
these memories of our childhood and teen-age
years:
--Which elementary school did you attend?
--Do you have a picture of your or your children
sitting on a cannon in Memorial Park?
--Where did you like to sled?
--Who taught you how to drive?
--Did you take music lessons at Stuart’s Music
Store?
--Remember McDonald’s, Gino’s and Roy
Rogers?
--Didn’t we enjoy those Strawberry Festivals at
the Fairmount Fire Company?

--Did you run to the Lansdale News Agency to
get the latest copy of Mad or 16 Magazine?
Come out on March 8 at 7:30 pm to the
Lansdale Parks and Recreation Building at
Seventh St. and Lansdale Ave.
Bring your memories!

Clock, organ featured at holiday open house
(Continued from page 1)

Tacy, who attended the open house with
members of her immediate family, was recognized for the donation during a brief ceremony.
Later the attendees were treated to a concert
of holiday music on the Hunsberger pump
organ by David Furniss, minister of music at
St. John’s United Church of Christ. The organ, which has been in the society’s posses-

sion since the 1970s, was repaired, tuned
and put into playable condition last summer for the first time in two decades.
This year’s open house again featured a
candy-making demonstration by Suzanne
Wainwright-Evans which her audience
found both entertaining and informational.
This year’s open house is scheduled for
December 3.

PAGE 3

LA NS D A LE , P A

JEN KI N S JO UR N AL

LHS entry is tops in tree competition
Hats off to Anne Scheuring and her
band of elves whose tree-decorating
efforts won first place in the annual
Festival of Trees competition held at
the old Woolworth’s building on Main
Street.
Anne’s team put in many hours
prepping our tree and decking it out as
it might have looked in pre-20th cen-

tury times. Those who attended the festival chose the LHS as best of show by
more than 100 votes.
Many of those same volunteers were
responsible for decorating the Jenkins

Museum open house

The January 31 deadline is
fast approaching for submitting
your annual dues.
We are maintaining the same
dues structure for 2016 that
was established several years
ago. That means basic membership will remain at $20 for individuals or $25 for a couple.
Please keep in mind that the
cost of everything continues to
rise and so do the society’s ex-

(Continued from page 1)

erature about the society, sale items
that are available and upcoming
events.
There is no admission charge.
Please invite your friends and
neighbors to come visit us on the 9th.
We would be remiss if we didn’t
extend our sincere thanks to the Borough of Lansdale for making this museum space available to us, providing
the display cases and assisting with
setup tasks.

Lansdale Historical Society

Homestead for the December 4 Holiday
Open House. Again, plenty of time,
energy and planning went into their
work and the end result was appreciated
by all who attended.

Just a reminder…

… Dues deadline is approaching
penses. That’s why we encourage
you to re-up at a Patron or Sustaining membership level so that
more of our funds can go toward
community outreach projects, displays and research center needs.
Numerous members have opted
to make an additional donation
over and above their annual dues
payment. We urge you to consider
doing the same. And, as always,
thank you for your support.

Membership Application

Year______

Name:________________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________
Town:___________________________________ State______ ZIP______________
Phone:___________________ E-Mail:_____________________________________
PLEASE CHECK
INDIVIDUAL: Single $20______ Couple $25_______Patron $40_______
Sustaining $55_____ Business $100______
LIFETIME: 55 or older (Single) $300_____ (Couple) $500)_____
Additional Donation $___________

Don’t Mail Newsletter _____

Make checks payable to: Lansdale Historical Society, 137 Jenkins Ave., Lansdale, PA 19446
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Facebook page attracts 245,000 viewers
For a spur of the moment decision,
the use of Facebook to promote the
society has generated an incredible
response.
Beginning in June on an occasional
basis and daily since August, our
Facebook page’s feature posting,

“Back Then by Dick Shearer”, has attracted an average of more than 2,000
views per day.
At year’s end, 121 “Back Then” postings have conservatively received more
than 245,500 views from around the
country. Those viewers are invited to

Sat. Seminar offers an opportunity
to discuss LHS Facebook postings
Our Saturday Seminar series will
resume on January 29 with a discussion of “Facebook Files”. The discussion will begin at 9:30 a.m. at the Wissahickon Park Building, E. Main St.
and Lakeview Dr.
The program is an opportunity for
our members and others not familiar
with our daily Facebook postings to
learn what they are all about and how

they can get involved.
It’s also a chance for our regular Facebook followers to seek more information
about the photos we’ve posted over the
past eight months and to learn more about
the society.
We’ll set up some of the postings as a
video show and discuss which ones were
the most popular - and speculate why.
As always, there’s no admission charge.

Lansdale Historical Society
137 Jenkins Ave., Lansdale, PA 19446

The Jenkins Historic Complex

comment and many have done just that,
telling us their memories of Lansdale
when they grew up here. Others who
moved to the Lansdale area recently are
asking questions about the area’s past.
Are they prospective members? We hope
so.
The format for “Back Then” is simple.
We post a vintage photo each day and
provide a one to three-paragraph explanation of what the viewers are seeing.
During the holiday season we added
extra postings of Christmas ads placed
by local businesses from the 1920s to the
1980s.
The vast majority of the photos used
on Facebook come from our photo archives which have been collected and
organized by Clarence Kinsey and Steve
Moyer.
To check out “Back Then” simply
Google “Facebook/Lansdale Historical
Society”.

