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A Year of Review and a
Year to Look Forward To
BILL HENNING
The year 2021 has
now come and gone
and in some aspects
we are glad to see it
go. With the COVID
epidemic still going
strong many activities
we typically enjoy
have been put on hold for a future time
or cancelled all together. But this past
year we have had some wonderful highlights that brought some much needed
bright spots. Dick Shearer shares a few
of them here including the 2021 Lansdale
Lifetime Achievement Award presentation to Ray Walton and the donation to
the society of state Sen. Edwin G. Holl’s
paintings and prints.
What will this coming year bring us?
Much of what we are doing will coincide
with Lansdale’s 150th anniversary. There
are many great events planned throughout the year. I suggest you follow lansdale150.org to stay abreast of all that is
going on during this busy year.
Speaking of web sites, a goal for the
society this year focuses much on lansdalehistory.org. We will add a feature to
join the historical society on-line which
will simplify the ability to become a
member and support the society from
anywhere. We are also adding a “gift
shop” area where you can order any one
of the many publication or DVDs that the
society has produced along with other
available items of interest. And finally,
we intend too add new monthly written
articles and video content to the web site.
We hope you will bookmark our page
and visit regularly.
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2021 Lansdale Lifetime Achievement Award

Raymond E. Walton

The Borough of Lansdale presented
its 2021 Lifetime Achievement Award
to Raymond E. Walton, long-time businessman, community supporter and
lover of local history.
The award was given to him on September 18 on the grounds of the historical society, which is celebrating its 50th
anniversary this year. Making the
presentation was Mary Fuller, vicepresident of Lansdale Borough Council.
In addition, State Rep. Steve Malagari
and Lansdale Mayor Garry Herbert
were on hand to read proclamations
from the state House, Senate and the
Borough of Lansdale.
Ray Walton, now 98, is the son of
Clyde S. Walton, founder of the fourgeneration fuel oil company that has
served the North Penn region for more
than a century.
“So many of Mr. Walton’s contributions to Lansdale have flown under the
radar because he is such a humble man
who has worked behind the scenes to
help a wide variety of causes,” said

Ray Walton arriving in his 1923 Durant

Ray Walton receiving his award
from Discover Lansdale President
Mary Fuller
Dick Shearer, former president of the
society as he introduced Ray before a
gathering of friends, family and local
citizens.
He arrived for the ceremony in his
fully-restored 1923 Durant, one of two
brands his father, Clyde S. Walton,
sold before switching over to the fuel
oil business circa 1930.
Ray Walton joined the Lansdale Rotary Club in 1962 and has participated
in many of the organization’s activities
over the years, especially Lansdale
Day.He has also been an active member of the Lansdale Historical Society
for several decades and now serves as
a trustee emeritus.
In recent years he has concentrated
on researching the town’s early history
and its development during the 20th
century.
He was presented with the 2014
Edwin G. Holl Historic Achievement
Award for his support of the society’s
efforts to preserve and interpret the
North Penn area’s rich heritage for
future generations to enjoy.
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Rail Station Now on National Register
By DICK SHEARER

Lansdale received an early holiday
present with news that the SEPTA passenger station has been named to the
National Register of Historic Places.
The station was one of nine properties chosen for the nationwide register
during the week of Dec. 13 by a selection committee which is part of the
National Park System.
The effort to place the 1903 depot on
the National Register began two years
ago by the Lansdale Historical Society,
with the assistance of historic preservationist David Kimmerly. The process involved extensive documentation
of the building’s history and an explanation of its importance to the community.
The station becomes the
59th Montgomery County property to
be included on the register and only
Lansdale’s third – the others are the
Jenkins Homestead (1977) and the Silk
Factory Lofts (2004).
Construction of the station began in
1902 and was completed in February
1903, to the acclaim of townspeople
who toured the structure on opening
day. It replaced a combination passenger and freight depot built in 1868.
Lansdale’s first station, basically a
weather shelter, was put in place dur-

A present day view of the SEPTA Lansdale Passenger Station.
ing the mid-1850s.
The present station, with its distinctive architectural features, still looks
much as it did in 1903. It received major restoration work during the 1990s
after falling into disrepair for several
decades.
A special program to commemorate
the station’s national honor will be
held during Lansdale’s
150 anniversary celebration in 2022.
Details will be announced in the
spring.

An early 1900’s post card of the, then new, Philadelphia and Reading Railway Passenger Station in Lansdale.

Lansdale Historical Society
10th Annual Tea Party
The 10th Annual Tea was held Saturday, October 23r at the Lansdale
Borough Hall. The attendance was
small -17 people -but from what I
have heard, a very good time was
had by everyone.
The tables looked lovely and baskets, favors, and door prizes were
enjoyed by everyone in attendance.
The 11th Annual Spring Tea will
be held April 30 at the borough hall
and the theme will be about Beatrix
Potter. Helen Beatrix Potter was an
English writer, illustrator, natural
scientist and conservationist; she
was best known for her children's
books featuring animals, such as The
Tale of Peter Rabbit.
Please remember to mark your
calendars for this interesting program. -Marti Drumheller
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Senator Edwin Holl Paintings Donated To Society
By DICK SHEARER

The society received a pleasant
surprise in October when Paul Holl,
son of the late state Sen. Edwin G.
Holl, donated more than 75 original
paintings and prints produced by his
father over the years.
Ed Holl was the second-longest serving member of the state legislature
when he chose not to run for reelection in 2002. He spent a total of 41
consecutive years in the House and
Senate, the last 35 in the Senate where
he was the ranking member of several
committees. He died in 2005 at age 89.

A water color painting of a local barn by Ed Holl
The senator had many other interests outside of politics. One of them was
painting. He constantly carried a sketch book with him and often spent the wee
small hours of the night transforming his impressions to canvas. According to
Paul, he sold only a few of them, instead preferring to give them to friends and
associates.
At present, the society is documenting the paintings and having them appraised. We are planning an art show and sale of the paintings and prints early in
2022. Details will be forthcoming on our website, Facebook page and in the next
edition of the Jenkins Journal.

The late Senator Edwin G. Holl
In the last Journal, we mentioned
that the unkempt Mt. Vernon Cemetery in Philadelphia, the final resting
place of Philip Lansdale Fox, was
undergoing some changes. The situation is progressing and Mt. Vernon
Cemetery Conservation Co., Inc.
www.mountvernoncemetery.org is
now asking for pledges for vegetation remediation, and repairs to the exterior
gatehouse and the perimeter fence. The Lansdale Historical Society has made a
pledge to that end.
Although Fox cannot be counted as one of our Founding Fathers, he nevertheless holds a special place in our town’s history. As a civil engineer, he came
to this area to find a proper place for a junction for the North Pennsylvania Railroad, and also worked on the Landis Ridge (Perkasie) tunnel. The junction became the town of Lansdale. Fox, who was from Philadelphia, was commissioned as a captain in the Civil War as an Assistant Quartermaster. He was
wounded at the second battle of Bristow Station (VA) in 1863. Continuing to
work after the Civil War despite economic and personal hardships, his war injuries continued to plague him until his death in 1895. –Linda Evans

Further update
on Mt. Vernon
Cemetery

Philip Lansdale Fox
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Website: www.lansdalehistory.org
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Join Today For 2022
Here’s a quick reminder to pay
your 2022 dues if you haven’t done
so already.
As you know, the restrictions
placed on us by the pandemic have
curtained almost all of the public
events we depend on to cover operating expenses of the society. Every
dollar you contribute in the form of
dues helps us meet our 2022 goals.

Lansdale Historical Society
137 Jenkins Avenue
Lansdale, PA 19446

The Jenkins Homestead
and Historical Research Center
are open to the public
Wednesdays-Thursdays 11 am–3 pm
Saturdays 9:30 am-noon.
Masks required.
Homestead tours limited to parties of four
There is no charge for tours of the 1770 homestead. Charges may apply for research projects.

1972 Centennial Featured at Borough Hall Museum
There are now a couple displays in the
Borough Hall Museum Annex featuring
several photos and memorabilia from the
1972 Lansdale Centennial celebration.
The museum is open during the regular
Borough Hall business hours (8:00 a.m.4:30 p.m.) and on evenings when there are
public meetings in council chambers.

