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Bill Henning to assume presidency

The Society will see a change at the
top in 2021.

Bill Henning, Lansdale Borough
Councilman and life-long resident of
the town, has been selected as our
next president beginning March 1.
He will succeed Dick Shearer, who
has held the position 18 of the last 20

years.

“It’s time for new blood,” said
Shearer, who will remain on the Soci-
ety’s Board of Trustees as second
vice president and fill the newly-
created position of Historian.

“I indicated last year that this would
be my last term as president, and for

once I stuck to my guns. I’m at the
age (75) where handling all of the
responsibilities involved in the presi-
dency are a little too much. The Soci-
ety needs new ideas, new energy and
a leader who can help us carry our
mission going forward. Bill is the
(Continued on page 2)

Heebner thresher donated to Soaety

Thanks to the generosity of Ken and
Carol Steigelman, the Society has
been gifted with an original Heebner
& Sons “Pennsylvania” thresher.

It had been stored in Ken’s recently
demolished barn on Route 309 in
Hilltown Township.

The Pennsylvania thresher was a
centerpiece of the Heebner’s business,
which in the late 1800s was the
world’s largest manufacturer of horse-
powered farm equipment. Heebner's
plant was located on South Broad
Street at the railroad crossing, now the
site of the Mr. Tire Auto Service Cen-
ter.

This is an extremely important ac-
quisition for us because the Heebner
Agricultural Works and the Heebner
family provided the jobs and commu-
nity leadership Lansdale needed in its
early years. It’s a treasure that belongs
here where it was built.

In many cases, the Pennsylvania
thresher was powered by a gasoline
engine but it could be modified to use
water, steam or horse power to run it.
It could be set up to process wheat,
rye, oats, barley, flax, corn and almost
anything else that might be grown on
a farm.

As you can see, the thresher is in

need of restoration which we hope to
(Continued on page 2)
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A PENNSYLVANIA model thresher manufactured by the Heebner & Sons
Agricultural Works is now in storage at Raymond Walton’s farm pending res-

toration.

It’s that time of the year when we
come to you, our loyal members, to
submit your annual dues.

The year 2020 has been a tough one
for all of us. The coronavirus pandem-
ic took a big toll on the Society’s ac-

Membership reminder: Time for 2021 dues

tivities since March when we had to
cancel all of our outreach efforts,
including our very popular Commu-
nity Programs, presentations to

schools, fraternal groups, retirement
(Continued on page 3)




Seigelmans’ gift brings thresher back to Lansdale

(Continued from page 1)

begin as soon as funds permit. In
the near future we will launch a
fund-raising campaign to make
these repairs. Details will be pro-
vided in our next newsletter.

The thresher is in temporary
storage now as we search for a
permanent location in town to dis-
play it.

In addition to the Steigelmans,
our thanks go out to Bill Henning
(who coordinated the move), Harry
Henning 111, Walt Herbine, Trustee
Emeritus Raymond Walton, Hart-
land Demolition and the crew from
Bob’s Automotive Clinic (for use
of their roll-up truck).

HEEBNERS’

“PENNSYLVANIA” THRESHER.

THE HEEBNER ¢ PENNSYLVANIA'? THRESHER AND CLEANER, as a plain barn-floor machine. Will thresh and elean

wheat, rye, oats, harley, flax, sorghum, Kaffir corn, riee, grass seeds, cow peas, ete.  Weight, 1,050 Ibs.

Bill Henning to assume presidency in 2021

(Continued from page 1)
perfect choice for that.”

Henning is perhaps best known
for his association with his family’s
business, Henning’s Model Trains,
but he is active on many other com-
munity fronts, including Boy
Scouts, Discover Lansdale, the
Freight House Restoration Project,
the Lansdale 150™ Anniversary Cel-
ebration Committee and countless
others.

(Columns from both Bill and Dick
will appear in the next issue of the
Jenkins Journal.)

First Vice President Clarence Kin-
sey will remain in that position,
heading the photographic preserva-
tion effort and serving as adminis-
trative assistant to Henning.

Shearer will concentrate on local
historic research, overseeing the

Society’s Facebook page, and assist-
ing with preparations for the Socie-
ty’s 50™ anniversary in 2021 and the
borough celebration in 2022.

Secretary Janice Bennett and Treas-

urer Anne Scheuring will remain in
those positions for the coming year.
There is a change among the trus-
tees where Frank Krimm will move
to trustee emeritus status, joining

Raymond Walton. His place on the
board will be filled by Marsha Alt-
house, a volunteer researcher, pro-
gram presenter and resident of Low-
er Gwynedd.

The remaining trustees —Chris
Cooke, Marti Drumbheller, Linda
Evans, Ruth Madison, Steve Moyer
and Pat Rieker — will return for an-
other term.

Virus alert: Call first before visiting

Because of the uncertainty of
the coronavirus pandemic, the
Society’s hours of operation may
change if conditions warrant.
We are currently open Wednes-
days and Thursdays 11am-3pm,

and Saturdays 9:30am-noon. Tours
of the Jenkins Homestead are avail-
able to groups of four or fewer.
Masks are required.

We recommend you call us at
(215) 855-1872 before stopping in.

PLangdale Bistorical Society

is a 501c3 registered non-profit organization.

137 Jenkins Avenue
Lansdale, PA 19446

Phone: (215) 855-1872
Email: info@lansdalehistory.org
Website: www.lansdalehistory.org
Facebook: Facebook/Lansdale Historical Society

and Bigtorical Regearch Center
Wednesdays-Thursdays 11 am-3 pm
(Masks required. Homestead tours

There is no charge for tours of the

The Jenking Bomestead

are open to the public
Saturdays 9:30 am-noon.
limited to parties of four)

1770 homestead. Charges may
apply for research projects.




Register status sought for rail station

Society to underwrite cost of applications for 1903 depot

Without the railroad, Lansdale
likely would not have developed
into a flourishing borough and the
centerpiece of the region. Yet, sur-
prisingly, this fact has never re-
ceived state or national recognition.

Difficult as it is to believe, our
passenger station, which has seen
millions of passengers pass through
it, has never been nominated for the
National Register of Historic Plac-
es, an oversight the Society hopes
to rectify in time for Lansdale’s
150™ anniversary celebration in
2022.

The board of trustees unanimous-
ly voted earlier this year to contract
with Mid-Atlantic Historic Preser-
vation Services to gather infor-
mation and file the necessary paper-
work with the state Historical Com-
mission as the first step in applying
for the National Register.

Mid-Atlantic is headed by David
Kimmerly, recipient of the LHS
Historical Achievement Award in
2015. He is a resident of Oak Park
and was responsible for placing that
development on the National Regis-
ter some years ago.

The present station was construct-
ed in 1903 when it became neces-
sary to split the Philadelphia and
Reading Railroad’s passenger and
freight operations into separate
buildings. The present exterior ap-
pearance of the passenger station
remains basically unchanged over

the decades although a major restora-
tion project in the 1990s was needed
to bring back the structure’s original
luster.
It remains one of the busiest stops on
SEPTA’s commuter network.
Lansdale’s first station, likely built
in the mid-1850s, wasn’t much more
than a trackside shelter. It was re-
placed in 1868 with a more substan-

tial wooden structure that included an

indoor passenger waiting room and

separate section to handle freight. It
was torn down in a matter of days
when the 1903 station was ready to
open.

Kimmerly is also working with
Discover Lansdale to file qualifying
paperwork on the freight house in
hopes of placing it on the National
Register at a future date. The two
stations cannot be considered in a
combined application because they
do not physically adjoin each other.

Dues essential to

(Continued from page 1)

communities and various other organ-

izations.
The pandemic also forced us to

close our research center to the public

and discontinue public tours of the
Jenkins Homestead for most of the

year. Plans for major LHS presence at

the annual Lansdale Founders Day
events were also scuttled.

Fortunately, by imposing COVID
safety precautions, we were able to
continue a number of research pro-
jects conducted by our volunteers.

On the other hand, because of the
cancellations, incoming revenue was
minimal during 2020, forcing us to
dip into our reserves to pay routine
bills that didn’t stop because of the
virus.

That’s why your dues are especially

important this year. We hope to re-

Society’s efforts

sume some, if not all, of our out-
reach efforts during 2021. If we can
cover our operational costs with
membership renewals, we can direct
other donations to outreach and spe-
cial projects like the thresher restora-
tion and the cost of applying for Na-
tional Register status for the passen-
ger station.

We have not raised the cost of
dues. They still start at $20 for indi-
viduals and, of course, we encourage
you to donate at a higher level of
giving. Please fill out the member-
ship form enclosed with this news-
letter and return it by January 31.

Also, please consider an end-of-the
year financial gift to the Society, as
many of you have done it the past.
Every dollar helps us preserve the
North Penn area’s past for future
generations to enjoy.



Gifts
for every automobile owner

Something for the bile makes an
and thoroughly useful gift for every car owner. Stop
in and talk it over with us.

BUICK CARS
REO SPEED WAGON (Commerical Truck)
DAY-ELDER TRUCKS (Worm Gear)
OVERLAND CARS

Rex Tops for Buick Cars
Anchor Tops for All Popular Models of Pleasure Cars

MR

M Lansdale Staunch in Suppbrt
of “Community I]hmstmas Plans

‘Pewnfolk Give Unstintedly to Assure Borough-Wide
. Pistribution of Yuletide Spirit—Monster Commun-
ity Tree Will Be Illuminated Tomorrow Night

ENTIRE TOWN GIVES UNRESERVEDLY TO FUND
. —
‘'Weomen Put Aside Personal Xmas ties to Assist Ex-
Service Men in Making Christmas a Bit More~
“Christmasy” for Some

GIF TS GALORE

at the

REXALL STORE

You will find in our huge stock many things that will
solve the gift problem. Call and inspect our display of

Dresher Motor Company

17 WEST MAIN STREET, LANSDALE
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Christmas
in Lansdale
1920

Stationery Thermos Bottles
Cameras ! Perfume i
Safety Razors Fountain Pens

1 Full line of Xmas Cards and Booklets.

FOR “HER” GIFT

Nothing you can give will convey as much tender
thoughtfulness for “Her” pleasure as a box of candy.
.. Of course the kiddies as well as mother and father
will enjoy a box of

" Footwear as Gifts

N “ : g 3
Outine of ‘Commnty Chess” Pl ARE ESPECIALLY ACCEPTABLE

Whitman’s Sampler, $1.50 :
box.

Whitman’s Chocolate Coverec

Christmas Eve—First lighting of “Community Ch 1stmas Tree” at Hotel
Tremont lawn,

Christmas Eve—Distribution of Christmas basket in homes of the bor-
ough by women of Lansdale in conjunction! with ex-service men,

Christmas Morning (9 o'clock)—Exercises at “Commanity Tree”, pre-

Few gifts are more welcome than a pair of shoes or slippers.
That boy will be delighted with a pair of rubl

Our Line of Shoes for the Whole
Family

If you do not know the size, get an old shoe and bring it
If they do not fit the recipient, we w:ll gladly exchnn.a

is complete.
to our store.

ceded by singing of earols, on streets by chorus directed by Miss L them.

Nuts, $1.50 a box.
“ a box Bllen Geller. A Merry Christmas for His Feet

‘Whitman’s Superb Chocolates

$1.25 & box. Christmas Morning (9.30 o'clock)—“Kiddies” given automobile ride. JFr0u e losking for a rosentfor  man—young, old, or middle-
h Y DOX . 3 e that ¢
Whitman’s Fussy Chocolates Start from Main and Broad streets; e e et (o ou ook of fulets s houee sipbers

$1.50 a box.
‘Whitman’s Chocolate Covere
Creams, $1.25 a box.
Whitman’s Chocolate Coveret
Cherries, 79¢ a box.
Whitman’s Assorted Choco
lates, 59¢ a box.

Give “Him” a Fountain Pen

“Lucky Curve” Parker Pens are among the best. Weé
have them from $2.50 to $10.00.

Comfnrt at home is.the one thing that appeals most l!rpn[ly to
the male se:
o have slippers for mother, too, and & wide selection of f-m:y
footwear for the daughte:
Prettier things in footwear were nover seen.
Ask to see our slippers for the little folkl

THE MOST INTERESTING THING
about our line of footwear i the price. We bought early and through
our advantageous connection with the wholesale markets we are able
to offér you quality shoes ut low prices.

OUR REPAIR DEPARTMENT

can be relied on for first-class work.
will furnish you with the findings.

SAM FRUIT |

WEST N'IAIN STREET LANSDALE

Christmas Week—Commurity Tree” Tighted nig tly until New Year's,
“COMMUNITY TREE” EXERCISES

The following is the program for the exetcisés at 9 o'clock Christ-
a8 morning at the “Community Tree” on the Hotel Tremont lawn:
Invocation—Rev, William H. Kauler. ,
Christmas Carol—Directed by Miss Ellen Geller,
+ Christmas Greetings—Dr, H, 0. Williams, i
Catol—By Chorus,
- Memorial Reniatks—Charles W, HeGinni,
it to “Kiddies"—Santa Claus. =
9.30—"Kiddies” auto ride,

If you repair your own shoes we

Freeman’s Pharmacy
) orcll Shre
400 West Main Street, Lansdale

[hristmas

" SENSIBLE GIFTS FOR THE WHOLE
FAMILY AT AFTER CHRISTMAS
PRICES .

are not waiting undl after Chris tmas to reduce the prices of our superb ine o wearing apparel for the whole family. You

can buy Your s st our iore
REAL ECONOMY PRICES

O e A

Santa Claus Has Arrived at the

KEISER STORE, LANSDALLE

ﬁ time | m.. nrrlve lect our gifts for our relatives and friends. Clothing has always been reg arded as the most ay i- brought with him a plentiful supply of anything and ALL—
ate Christinas o e tmcnt e we hould be carefal to ive wif (s that e e Tahieh eversthing LEReiight the children on Christmas morning: n- S THE ORNAMENTS THAT MAKE A TREE _
b n o will o Farther f o ke Sour prchen our Bt ot s e o o hsh priced merchandi for he oyn w0 here in sbndance, We o o to bring us o uniatieally it those bright, dussing and
" scssan, bl suggest hat you buy from our regula slock of high-grade Ve a larger supply of toys than ever, and he did as we bid him scintiiatiig Cntisimee ts——that sparkle and dance

as they reflect the joy of éhnstmamde—and ‘the happiness of
‘your Christmas is assw

Our supply of tree ornaments is the largest in town—and

LUCKY PURCHASE SPECIALS

We had the opportunity to make sev eral real good purchases. They have arrived and here are the pri IN OUR TOYLAND

t X $8.95 you will find games, drums, guns, mechan ical toys, animals, the largest We'v had, as well. Co :nd see them. Prics
\ $995 $15.00 T Byt o ol e il hear iad St largest werv evee L, a well. . Corse e
& --$2.95 $3.95 $7:98, THOSE BEAUTIFUL DOLLS CANDY FOR CHRISTMAS
g $3.95 $1.50 . .

re here e With eyes so bright, lhm clo e \nt mght and Wc ready now—with a large assortment of clndy Our
[ ¥ | _GIFTS IN BOXES £, T e e e £ 0 gty o s s ot gt candy. O
| $9.50 . way o be real happy every day. Y e Tor babies kbt o (e Wigher priced hox. candics you will A
-$15.00 $11.95 e e it Sand without & Toar. Lands far away quality and goodness.

Sen dolies gay, come sce them all in grand urray.
IN OUR VARIED STOCK

you will find many more articles suitable fon gifts. If you do

ot vistthe Variety Store while on your shopping tours you wil

be acting against the best interests of your pocketbo

E GLAD TO CASH YOUR XM, $
ey FOR OLDER CHILDREN 3
we have a large line of books. For a real gift to a child or friend
or simply a remembrance, nothing can equal a book.

R

OUR STOCKS ARE NOW| COMPLETE—COME EARLY AND GET GOOD SELECTIONS

KEISER’S VARIETY STORE

OPEN EVERY EVENING UNTIL XMAS

STORE OPEN EY]

EVENING AND ALL DAY WEDNESDAY Main and Green Streets Lansdale, Pa.




